February 19th, 2006

Hi
Again, not that much but may be able to fill a bit of space with some photographs.

In the last few days, my computer has been under attack from hackers. A box appears on the screen from Norton security saying that the attacks are being blocked. It is possible to track the origin of the attacks and it turns out that they are coming from South Korea and various parts of China. 

Last Monday, Prem and I ran around Plover Cove. Not bad, at 3 hours 38 min, though 3 minutes slower than last year (but equal to previous years). I mentioned last week that two runners collapsed while taking part in the HK marathon. Well, the older of the two, aged 53, died in hospital, apparently from asthma. He was an experienced runner. It may have had something to do with the air pollution that day, with the index reaching about 150 on HK side, though it would have been less on the marathon route, most of which is in Kowloon. There has been a lot in the media about running the marathon in such conditions. Also, most competitors are unhappy about the route as it is boring and not possible to have people lining the route, which makes a big difference to the runners. They all agree that the route needs to be changed. The first two marathons I did were held in Sek Kong. Then it was in Shatin for my third and last marathon. Prem said that in the HK marathon, all runners who completed the run in less than 3 hours got a $1000 prize! My fastest marathon was only 3 hr 8 min. 
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It was announced a few days ago that HK is to host the next big Asian aerospace exhibition. It will be held in the new exhibition buildings near to the airport. At present, the exhibition is held in Singapore but because the airport there is being expanded, their exhibition centre has to move and so it is coming to HK which is also an advantage as exhibitors want to get sales from China. (The picture shows the new Airbus A380 ‘double-decker’ aircraft in Singapore Airlines livery on display at the Singapore exhibition.)
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You may have heard about the huge mudslide in the Philippines that engulfed an entire town and killed an estimated 2000 people. After days of very heavy rain, a mountainside collapsed sending a torrent of mud down a valley and onto the town. There have also been accusations that illegal logging on the mountain exacerbated the tragedy. The tragedy occurred on the island of Leyte, which was the island on which General Macarthur landed in WWII to take back the country from the Japanese. 
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On Friday, about 2000 local Muslims took part in a peaceful protest against the recent publication of cartoons about the prophet Mohammed. There was a lot in this week’s TIME magazine about the protests. It turns out that the cartoons were actually published several months ago and that the recent riots in the Middle East were not just about the pictures but were instigated by governments/organizations with other motives. I agree with the view that the cartoons should not have been published, given the potential for causing a lot of offence and trouble. Freedom of speech is not absolute; it comes with the idea of responsibility. And, the greater the freedom, the greater the responsibility. However, I can’t help repeating, in words, a joke told in TIME which was the theme of one of the cartoons. A new lot of suicide bombers is arriving at the gates of heaven. The prophet is standing there saying “No more! No more! We’re running out of virgins!” (Do you get it? Muslin men believe that if they die as a martyr, they are immediately transported to heaven where they provided with lots of girls.)
There was a TV report the other day about a North Island brown kiwi chick being hatched in a zoo in Washington as part of a breeding programme to prevent them from becoming extinct. This is the second one they have hatched in this zoo, the last being in 1975! Kiwi chicks hatch fully feathered with their eyes open and begin foraging for small worms and berries after their first week of life, since they receive no help from their parents. 

One of the TV stations we get is ABC Asia Pacific TV. It has the rights to broadcast Super-14 Rugby matches. Watched parts of some of the games yesterday and on Friday. But I seemed to watch at the wrong times! In the match between the (Wellington) Hurricanes and Western Force (Perth, and one of the 2 new teams in the competition), nearly all the points came in the first half, but I watched the second half! Then yesterday, I watched part of the game between the (Canterbury) Crusaders and the (Queensland) Reds. I switched it off with about 15 minutes remaining and the Reds leading 21 – 16. Well, in the remaining time, the Crusaders scored four tries eventually winning 47 – 21.
That’s about it for this time. 
Cheers.
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